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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

MINUTES of the meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on Monday 10 
September 2018 at 2.00 pm

PRESENT
Councillor Bardoe
Councillor Burrell
Councillor Mrs Currens

Also Present
Mr C Alden (Environmental Health Partnership), Ms S Cotton (Solicitor) Mr M 
De’ath (Property Operations Manager Blueco) Mr N Murphy (Democratic 
Services Officer) Ms J Philpott (Licensing Manager) Councillor McLean. 

7. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Councillor Bardoe was proposed, seconded and duly elected Chairman of the 
meeting.

8. FIRE EVACUATION PROCEDURE AND ARRANGEMENTS AND 
CONSTRAINTS RELATING TO THE FILMING OR RECORDING OF THE 
MEETING 

The Clerk to the Sub Committee explained the fire evacuation procedure and 
the arrangements and constraints relating to filming or recording the meeting.

9. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

10. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interests made.

11. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS HELD ON 6 DECEMBER 2017 AND 21 MAY 2018 

The Minutes of the Licensing Sub - Committees held on 6 December 2017 
and 21 May 2018 were confirmed as correct records of those meetings.

12. URGENT ITEMS 

It was reported that there were no urgent items for the Sub - Committee to 
consider.

13. RULES OF PROCEDURE 

The Chairman introduced the Members present and called upon others 
present to identify themselves.  He then explained that the Sub-Committee 
intended to follow the procedure detailed in the Licensing Sub-Committee 
Rules of Procedure, which had been circulated as item 6 to the agenda.
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14. APPLICATION BY BLUECO LTD FOR A VARIATION TO THE PREMISES 
LICENCE HELD BY BLUEWATER SHOPPING CENTRE IN GREENHITHE 
KENT DA9 9ST 

The Licensing Manager introduced her report on an application received from 
Blueco to vary the current Premises Licence which was held relating to the 
Bluewater shopping complex in Greenhithe, Kent.

She explained that the licence, issued under Section 34 of the Licensing Act 
2003 included the undermentioned areas:

 Open air car parks / top of multi-storey location;
 Designated trade area within the upper/lower mall concourse; 
 Winter Garden;
 Marquee at the West Village; and,
 Ice Rink

The licence also set out permitted licensable activities and trading hours. 

It was noted that following consultation and mediation with the Kent Police 
Service and the Council’s Environmental Health Partnership, a number of 
additional conditions had been agreed by the Applicant, but that it had not 
been possible to obtain a consensus on permitted noise levels and certain 
operating hours, due to time constraints imposed by the licensing legislation.

Accordingly it had been necessary to convene a Licensing Sub – Committee 
to resolve the issue.

Mr Mark De’ath, Property Operations Manager for Blueco, explained that the 
purpose of the application was to regularise and update what was a rather 
dated document, and that he was committed to work with Licensing Officers to 
seek a satisfactory outcome for all concerned.  

He reported that he had already addressed a number of concerns raised by 
the introduction of additional conditions, and that the failure to agree 
conditions relating to permitted noise levels and operating hours was 
unfortunate, but that he was still willing to discuss these with Officers and the 
Sub Committee to reach a mutually satisfactory outcome.
   
He explained that while the Council’s Environmental Health Partnership had 
raised the matter of noise nuisance in its objection to the Application, he was 
unaware of any complaints and asked if details could be provided.  

He also expressed concern at proposed conditions relating to the 
measurement of noise, suggesting that it would be extremely difficult to take 
noise level readings inside a private residence, as he believed was being 
suggested.
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In response to Mr De’ath’s points, Mr Colin Alden, Environmental Health 
Officer, explained that there were two issues relating to the application which 
were of concern.

The first related to hours of operation that had been requested for the 
Marquee area, as it was felt that 1.00am was too late in the evening, and the 
second related to the measurement of levels of permitted noise, and the 
difficulties that the measurement of these would present.

Mr Alden explained the technical parameters relating to the effective 
measurement of noise and how a condition would need to be framed to be 
enforceable in relation to the application.

In closing his points Mr Alden stressed that he had explained the objections of 
the Council’s Environmental Health Partnership to the application, being the 
issues of noise and operating hours and that apart from those matter the 
application was quite acceptable.

Mr De’ath reiterated his early assertions that he was quite happy to work with 
Officers over the objections raised by the Council’s Environmental Health 
Partnership and that he had no wish to cause conflict over the conditions of 
the Licence.

At the conclusion of the closing submissions the Clerk and the Members 
withdrew from the meeting room to consider the matter in private.

On resumption of the proceedings in open session the Chairman stressed that 
the Sub - Committee had considered the representations from both parties 
and the matters raised by the Licensing Manager.

Accordingly on the basis that the decision was appropriate to meet the aims of 
the licensing objective of the prevention of public nuisance it was 

RESOLVED

That the application to vary the current Premises Licence under Section 34 of 
the Licensing Act 2003 in relation to the premises of the Bluewater Shopping 
Centre be granted as follows

Sunday to Saturday 09:00 – 23:00 all areas except West Village Marquee
Sunday to Saturday 09:00 – Midnight - West Village Marquee

The following amendments and new conditions:

The removal of references to Lake 6 from the Conditions.

The amendment of hours stated on the Conditions to reflect the new 
hours applied for.
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Prior to commencement of use of the events marquee for evening 
parties/corporate functions, noise monitoring shall be undertaken and a 
noise control scheme shall be proposed, submitted to and approved by 
Environmental Health.  Noise monitoring shall be undertaken to determine 
the noise limits for the marquee, during the aforementioned period of use, 
which shall ensure that the external noise environment at the curtilage of 
the nearest residential property does not exceed 50dB with an LAeq of 
(15 Minutes). 

Noise limits must also ensure that low frequency noise is controlled to the 
satisfaction of the Local Authority.  A telephone number shall be available 
to members of the public to ensure that they can contact a nominated 
representative during events.  Any complaints received must be recorded, 
responded to and the resultant action taken in response to the issue 
should also be recorded.

In addition the inclusion of the following conditions proposed and agreed 
during consultation with Kent Police, to promote the licensing objectives:

“that Kent Police licensing Officers to be notified in writing of any 
organised Licensable events held in the Car Park Areas (included ticketed 
events) excluding “The Beach”, “Christmas light switch on” or “Christmas 
markets” no later than 31 days prior to the event taking place.” 

The meeting closed at 3.25 pm
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